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By:Grace ve are ſa ved, thro Faith. 
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L. 7 e LL the b clings 1 which God hath beſtowed 
upon man are of his mere grace, bounty, 
52 2 Or favour: his free undeſerved favour, ia- 
ww e $5 vour altogether undeſerved; man having 
no claim to the leaſt ot his es It was free grace 
that formed man out of the du of the ground and breathed 
znto him a living foul, and ſtamped on that ſoul the 
image of God, and put all thing der his feet. The 
ſame grace continues to us, at this day, life, breath, 
and all things. For there is nothing we are, or have, 
or do, which can deſerve the leaſt thing at God's hand, 
All our wworks, thou, O God, haf? arousy in . Theſe, 
there fore, are ſo many more infiances of free mercy : 
and whatever righteouſneſs may be tound in man, this 
alto, is the gift of God. 

2. Wherewithal then ſhall a 3 tal man atone for 
any of the leaſt of his lins? With his own works? No, 
Were they ever ſo many or holy, ey are not his own 
but God's. But indeed they are all unholy and ſinful 
themſelves, ſo that every one of them needs a freſh 
atonement. Only corrupt fruit grows on a corrupt 

tree. And his heart is altog-ther corrupt and abomi- 
nable; being come ſhort of the glory of God, the glori— 
ous righteouſneſs at firſt impreſt on his foul, after the 
image of his creator. Therefore having nothing, nei- 
ther righteouſneſs nor works to plead, his mouth is utter - 
ty PM before God. f 
. If then ſinful man find favour with God, it is 
- upon grace, If God vouchſafe till to pour fren 
lefings upon us, yea, the greateſt of all bleſſings, /al- | 
vation; What can we ſay to theſe things, but thanks be 
unto God * his unſpeakable Gift { And thus it is. 


Herein 
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Herein God commendeth his love towards us, in that avhiit 
ave «vere yet ſiuners, Chrift died to fave us. By grace then 
are ye ſaved through faith. Grace is the ſource, Faith 
the condition of jalvation. | | 


Now, that we fall not ſhort of the grace of God, it 
concerns us carefully to enquire, 


IJ. What faith it is tbrough which we are ſaved ? 
IT. What is the ſalvation which is thiough faith? 
III. How we may anſwer ſome objcctions, 


IJ. What faith it is throvoh which we are ſaved ? 

1. And firſt, It is not barely the faith of an Hea- 
then. New God requireth of an Heathen to believe, 
That God is; that he is a rewarder of tte that. diligent- 
ty jeex hint: and that he is to be fought by glorifyiang 
vim as God, by giving him thanks for all things, and by 
a careful practice of moral virtue, of juſtice, mercy 
and truth, toward their fellow creatures. A Greek or 
Roman therefore, va, a Scythiau or Tadian, was with- 
out excuſe if he did not believe thus much, the being 
and attiibutes. of God, a future ftate of reward and 
puniſhment, and the obligatory nature of moral virtue. 
For this is barely the faith of a Heathen. | 

2, Nor, 2dly, Is it the faith of a Devil, though this 
goes much farther than that of a Heathen, For the 
Devil believes, not only, that there is a wiſe and pow- 
erful God, gracious to reward, and juſt to puniſh ; but 
alto, that Jeſus is the Son of God, the Chriſt, the Savi- 
our of the world. So we find him declaring in expreſs 
terms, Luke iv. 34. { know thee, avbo thou art, the ho- 
one of God. Nor can we doubt but that unhappy fpi- 


rit believes all the words, which came out of the mouth 


of the holy one: yea, and whatſoever elſe was written 
by thoſe holy men of old; of two of whom he was 


compelled to give that glorious teſtimony, Theſe men are 


the fervants of the moſt high God, ho ſhe unto you the 
way of Salvation. Thus much then the great enemy ot 


God and man believes, and trembles in believing, that 


God cb made manifeſt in the fiſh, That he will tread 
all enemies under his feet, and that all ſcripture qvas gia'- 


en by Taſpiration of God. Thus far goeth the faith of a 


evil. 2 3. Third 


"rn, 


(4.1 
z. Thirdy, The faith thro' which we are ſaved, in 


that ſenſe of the word which will be hereafter explained, 


is not barely that which the Apoſtles themſelves had 
while Chriſt was yet upon earth: tho? they fo believed 
on him then, as to Jeave all and follow him. Although 
they had then power to work miracles, to heal all man- 
ner of fickneſ3, and all manner of diſeaſe; yea, they had 
then porwer and authority over all Devils: And which is 
beyond all this, they were ſent by their maſter to preach 
the kingdom of God: Yet after their return from doing 
all theſe mighty works, their Lord himſelf terms them 


"ff faithleſs 9 gentrationu. 


4. What faith is it then through which we are ſaved” 
It may be anſwered, firſt in general, It is a faith in 
Chris; Chriſt, and God through Chriſt, are the pro- 
per objects of it. Herein therefore it is ſufficiently, abſo- 


lutely diſtinguiſhed from the faith of either antient or 


modern Heuthens. And from the taith of a Devil, it 
is fully diſtinguiſhed by this, it is not barely a ſpecula- 


tive, rational thing, a cold, a lifeleſs aflent, a train of 


ideas in the head; but alſo a diſpoſition of the heart. 
For thus ſaith the ſcripture, With the heart inan beliewveth 
unto rightcouſneſs. And, If thou fhalt confeſs with thy 
month the Lord Feſus, "and ſhalt believe with thy heart, 
that God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved, 


And herein does it differ from - taith which the 


Apoſtles themſelves had while our Lord was on earth, 
that it acknowledges the neceſfity and merit of his 
death, and the power of his 3 It acknow- 
edges his death, as the only fſufſhcient means of re- 
deem! ing man from death eternal; and his reſurrection 
as the reſtoration of us all to life and immortalit y: In- 
aſmuch as he aas delivered for our fins, and roſe again for 
our juſtification. Chriſtian faith is then not only an aſſent 
to the whole goſpel of Chriſt, bur alſo a full reliance on 
the Blood of Chriſt, a truſt in the merits of his life, 
death, and reſurrection ; a recumbency upon him as 
our atonement and our lite; as given for us, and living in 
25. It is a ſure confidence which a man hath in God, 
that through the merits of Chriſt is ſins are forgiven, 
and he reconciled to the favour of God; - and in conſe- 
quence 
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quence hereof, a clofing with him, and cleaving, to him» 
as our dom, righ „ eοN⁰‘s, ſandification, redemptions. or 
in one word, our ſalvat. 07. 

HW hat falvation it is, which is through this faith, 
is the ſecond thing ty be confidered. 

1. And firſt, Whatſocver elſe it imply, it is a preſent 
calvation. It is ſomething attainable, yea, actually 
attained on earth, by thoſe who are partakers of this. 
taith. For thus faith. the apoſtle to the believers at 
Epheſus, and in them to the believers of ull ages, not 
Fe ſhall be (though that alſo is true) but ze are /aved 
Wren gh Fail. 

2. Ye are ſaved (to compriſe all in one word) from 
fin, This is the ſalvation forctold by the angel, before 
God brought his firſt-begotten into the world, Thox 


ſhalt call his name Jeſus, for he Gall fave bis pe ople from 
their fas. And neither here, nor in other parts of holy 


writ, is there limitation or revriet, All his people, or 
as it is elſewhere expreſt, all that believe in him, he will 
ſave from all their hins; from original and actual, paſt 
and preſent ſin, of the fleſh and of the ſpirit, T hrough 
faith that is in him, they are faved both from the g guilt 
and from the power of it. | 

3. Firſt, from the guilt of all paſt fin, For whereas 
all the warls 7 is guilty fore God inſomuch that ſhould 
he be extreme to mark what is done am, there is none 
that could abide it: and whereas by the law is only the 
 Fnowledge of fin, but no deliverance from it; ſo that by 


fulfilling the deeds of the laxv, no fleſh can be juſtified i in Jzs 


fight : Now the righteouſneſs of God, which is by faith of 
Feſus Chrift, is manifefied unto all that believe, N ow. 
they are juſtified freely by his grace, thro the redemption that- 
zs in Feſus Chriſt, Him God hath ſet forth to be a propi- 
tation thro) faith in his blood; to declare his righteouſneſs 


for (or by) remiſſion of fins "that are paſi, Now hath 


Chriſt taken 22 the curſe of the law, being made a curſe 


for us. He hath blotted out the Hand- -quriting that was 


againſt us, taking it out of the avay, nailing it to the croſs. | 
There is therefore uo condemnation. now, To them which 
believe in Chriſt Jeſus. 
4. And being ſaved from guilt, they are ſared r 
3 eur 
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fear. Not indeed from a filial fear 2 offending 3 but 
trom all fervile tear, (rom that fear <vb7cb hath torment, 
from fear of puniſhment, from 1 of the wrath of 


God; whom they now no longer regard as a ſevere 


maſter, but as an indulgent father: They have not res 
cerved again the ſpirit of bondage * but the Hir. t of adop- 
tion, cohereby they Cry Abba If: rther ; : The [þ: rt ijelf aiſo 
he. aring Win! fs < vith their ſpirit that they ave the children 
of God. They are alſo ſaved from the tear, though nor 
rom the poſit bility f of falling away from. the grace of 
God, and comin g 1 ſhort of the great and Precious pro- 
aut es: they are ſeated. avith the holy ſpirit of prom: fs 
"1c 1s the ph of. their inber. FARCE» (Eph. i. 13. ) 
Thus have they peace evith God through our Lord Jeſus 


* 


Chriſt, They re9icoin ge of the glory of God, And 


2 be love of God is Jjved abroad in tbeir "heart t5, through the 


Holy g ev/zeb is wen unto them. And hereby 


they are perſvaded (tho' perhaps not at all times, nor 
with the ſame fü! Inefs ot periu: akon) that neither death 
O I fe, 7 thing Ts Pres ent mor thi ags 10 come, nor heighth 


nor dipth, nor aur HY "FOATUTC, * i1l be. able 70 [eparate 


them from the love of Got, do hieb is in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord. | 

5. Again, thro? this faith they are ſaved from the 
power of + fin, as well as from the guilt of it. Indeed 
the infection of nature dotl remain. for à tim „ <vhich hath 
n iiſelf the nature of fins But this noty Win ending 
the Apolile declares, Ze L, that he a 7 manifeſted 10 
tale away our ſins. And in him is no fit. l hoſocver 
avideth in him ſinueth aot. (1 John iii. 5 8 Again, 
Little Children, let no man deceive you. He that com- 
mitteth fin, is of the Devil. W. hoſoever beliewveth is 
born of God, And whoſoever is born of God doth not 
commit fin, for his ſeed remaineth in him: and he cannot 
fin, becauſe he is born of God: Once more, We #noxw 


that avhoſocver is born of God fiuneth not; but he that is 


begotten of God keepeth himſelf, and that wit lea one touch- 


eth him not. Chap. Vo 18. 

5. He that is by faith born of God, ſnneth not, 
1. By any habitual fin: For all bakicaal ſin, is fin 
reigning. But fin cannot reign in any that beiereth, 

or 
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Nor, 2. By any wilful fin, for his Will, while he 


abideth in the faith, is utterly fet againſt all ſin, and 
abhorreth it as deadly poifon. Nor 3. By any ſinful 
deſire; for he continually deiireth the holy and perfect 
will of God; and any tendency to an unholy delire 
he by the grace of God ſtifleth in the birth. Nor 4. 
Doth he fin by infirmities, whether in act, word, or 
thought. For his infirmittes have no concurrence of 


his will; and without this they are not properly fins. 


Thus, He that is born of God hath fin in bim, but doth 


PEERS, 1 3 7 A ; a4 % 8 X / IÞ | 2 
z0t commit fu. Aud though he cannot ſay, be hath not 
oy 


3 J 
franed, yet NOW Herne not. 


7. This then is the falvation which is through faith, 
even in the preſent world. A ſalvation from fin, and 
the conſequences of ſin, both often expreſt in the word 
Juſtification 5 which taken in the larceft ſenſe implies, 
a deliverance from guift and punihment, by the atone- 
ment of Chriſt actually applied to the foul of the inner, 


now believing on him, and a deliverance from the 


whole body of fin, through Chriſt Formed in his heart. 
So that he who is thus juſtified or javed by faith, is in- 
deed born again. He is born again of the Spirit unto a 
new Lie, aubich is hid qvith Chriſt in God. He tis a necy 
creature: Old things are paſſed away ; Al] things in im 
are become new. And as a _new-born bale, he gladly re- 
cerves (Ad the fracere milk of the aword, and grows 
thereby; going on in the might of the Lord his God, from 
faith to faith, from grace to grace, until at length he come 
#nto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the 
fulneſs of Chrifte 

III. The firſt uſual objection to this is, | 

1. That to preach ſalvation, or Juſtification by faith 
only, is to preach againſt holineſs and good works. 
To which a ſhort anſwer might be given: It would 
be ſo if we ſpake as ſome do, of a faith which was ſepa- 
rate from theſe. But we ſpeak of a faith which is not 
ſo, but neceſſarily productive of all good works and all 
holineſs, 
2. But it may be of uſe to conſider it more at large: 
Eſpecially fince it is no new objection, ,but as old as 
St, Paul's time; for even then it was aſked, Do ave 


not 
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not make word the lazy thro' faith ? We anſwer, firſt, all 
who preach not faith, do manifeſtly make void the law; 
either directly and grofly, by limitations and comments, 
that eat out all the ſpirit of the text: Or indirectly, 
by not pointing out the only means whereby it is pol- 
ible to perfoim it. 
the law; both by ſhewing its full extent, and ſpiritual 
meaning; and by calling all to that living way, where- 
by the righteouſneſs of the law may be Falfilled 5 inthem, 
Theſe, wile they truſt in the blood ot Chriſt alone, 
ule all the ordinances v ch he hath appointed, do all 
the good works aue he bad before preparcd that they 
fhould wwalt therein, and enjoy and mantteſt all holy and 
heavenly tempers, even the lame mind that was ia Chriſt 
Fejus our Lord. | 

3. But does not preaching this faith lead men into 
pride? We antwer, acc: dentally it may. Therefore 
ought erery believer to be earncitly cautioned (in the 


words of the great Apotlc) Becaufe of unheli V, the firſt. 


branches avere broken off, and thou tant 75 by faith ; Be not 
High- minded, but fear, If God Jparrd not the natural 
brancbes, take heed cf? he ſpare uot thee, Behold therefore 
the grodneſs and ſeverity of God ! On them aubic fell, 


Severity: But towards thee, goodurfs, I, thou continue in 


his goodueſs ; other<viſe jhait thou be cut off, And while 
he continues therein, he will remember thoſe words of 
St. Paul, toreſeeing and anſwering this very objection 
(Rom. iii. 5 ) Where is boaſting then? It is excluded, 
By wwhat law ? Of works ? Nay, Tar by the law of faith. 
If a man were juſtiſied by his works, he would have 
whereof to glory. But there is no glorying for him 


that wworketh not, but believeth on him that juſlifeeth the un- 


godly. (Rom. iv.) To the fame effect are the words 


both preceding and following the Text, (Eph. ti. 4, 


&c.) God qwho is rich in mercy—=even as ave avere dead 


in fins, hath quickened us together with Chriſt (by Grace ye 
that he might [het tbe exceeding riches of 


are ſaved) 


his grace, in his Rindnueſs towards us through Chrift Feſus.. 
For by grace are ye ſaved, through faith: and that not of 
yourſelves, Of yourſelves coineth neither your faith 
4 nor 


Whereas, fecondly, We eflabliſh . 
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nor your falvation. 7: 7s the Gift of God; the free, 
undeſerved gift; the faith through which ye are ſaved, 
as well as the ſalvation, which he of his own good 
pleaſure, his mere favour, annexes thereto, That ye 
believe, is one 3 of his grace; that believing ye 
are ſaved, another. Not of avorks, left any man ſhould 
boaſt. For all our e all our righteovſneſs, which 
were before our believing, merited nothing of God 
but condemnation. So far were they from geſerving 
faith ; which therefore, whenever given, is not of 
avorks. Neither is ſalvation of the works we do when 
we believe, For it ig then God hat aworkerth in us. And 
therefore, that he giveth us a reward for what he him- 
ſelf worketh, only commendeth the riches of his mer- 
ey, but leaveth us nothing whereof to glory. 

4 However, may not the ſpeaking thus of the mer- 


cy of God, ns ſaving or juſtifying freely by faith only, 


encourage men in fin ? Indeed it may and will ; many 
vill continue in fin that grace may abound, But their 
blood is upon their own head. The goudneſs of God 
ought to lead them to repentance ; and fo it will thoſe 
who are finccre of heart, When they know there is 
yet forgiveneſs with him, they will cry aloud that he 
would blot out their fins alf o, thro” faith which is in 
Jeſus. And if they earneſtly cry and faint not, if they 
ſeek him in all the means he hath appointed, if they 
refuſe to be comforted'till he come, he will come and 
vill not tarry. And he can do mich work in a ſhort 
time. Many are the examples in the Acts of the A- 
poſtles, of God ſhedding abroad this faith in men's 
hearts, even like lightning falling from heaven. 80 
in the ſame hour that Paul and Silas began to preach 
the Jailor repented, believed, and was baptized : As were 
three thouſand by St. Peter, on the day of Pentecoſt, 
who all repented and believed at his firſt preaching. 
And bleſſed be God, there are now many living proots, 
that he is ſtill mighty to ſave. 

6. Yet. to the ſame truth; placed in another view 
a quite contrary objection is made: If a man cannot 


be ſaved by all that he can do, this will drive men 
to deſpair,” True, to deſpair of being ſared by 


their 


100 


their own works, their own merits or righteouſneſs. 
And ſo it ought, for none can truſt in the merits of 
Chriſt, till he has utter ly renounced his own, He 
[| that gor about to cabliſhßꝭ his own righteouſneſs, cannot 5 
It receive the righteouſneſs of God, The righteoulneſs : 
. 1 which is of faith cannot be given him, while he trult- | 
[ eth in that which is of the law. : 
6. But this, it is laid, is an uncom fortable doctrine. f 
The Devil ſpoke like himfelf, that is, without either 
truth or ſhame, when he dared to ſuggeſt ro men that 
it is ſuch. Tis the only comfortable one, *t1s 91e79 full 
of comfort, to all ſelt- deſtroycd „ lelk-e ondemned ſinners. 
That whoſoever believeth on hin fall not be ajhamed: 
That the [ame Lord over all, 7: 110 unto all cho call upon 
him. Here is comfort, high as heaven, ſtronger than. 
death! What! Mercy for all? For Zaccheus, a pub- 
Iick robber ? For Mary Ma: rdalen Cy 4 common harlot? 
| Methinks 1 hear one ſay, Then I, even J. may hope 
1 for mercy! And ſo 50 may'ſt thou afflicted one, 
. whom none hath comforted! God will not caſt out thy 
prayer. Nay. perh aps he may ſa, the next hour, Be 
of 2 good C. peers thy {7 fits are for £17 TCH ther; ; 10 forgiv Cn that + 
they fhall reign over thee no more; yea, aud that the 
Holy Spirit ſhall bear <v/tne/s avith thy ſpirit, that thou art 
à child of God. O glad tidings! tidings of great joy, 
which are ſent unto all people. Ho every one that thirſte 
4 xy come ye to the <vaters: Come ye and buy ev.ithout mo- 
| | ney, and without price, Whatſoever your fins be, tho? 
| red like crimſon, tho* more ihan the hairs of your head : 
return ye unto the Lord, and he abill hae m rey upon you; 
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: and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
| | 7 When no more 00} 0 tions Occur, then we are an 
1 ply told, That zuſtificat! ion by faith only, ought not 


to be preached a8 25 the firſt dockt. ine, or at leaſt not to 
be preached to All. But what ſaith the Holy Ghoſt * 


* 2 „ — — # 6 ,- . 8 = » 
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| 9 Other foundation can no man lay, than that which is laid, 

=. even Jeſus Chrifl, So then, 7 hat whoſoever beliewveth on 

= him jtail be e n and muſt be the foundation of all 
=. our preach!s © tat is, mult be preacked firſt. Well, 

[ 1 but not to +1. To whom then are we not to preach | 
= | it? Whom ſhall we except? The poor? Nay, they |. t 


have 
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all fall at once where this is eſtabliſhed. 
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have a peculiar right to have the goſpel preached unto 
them. The unlearneo ? No, God hath revealed theſe 
things unto unlearned and ignorant men from the be- 
ginning. The young? By no means. Syfer theſe in 
any wile, to come unto Chrift and forbid the not. The 
ſinners ? Leaſt of all. He came not to call the righteous, 
but ſinners to repentance. Why then, if any, we are to 
except the rich, the learned, the reputable, the moral 


men. And tis true, they too often except themſelves 


from hearing; yet we muſt ſpeak the words of our 
Lord. For t 


nus the tenor of our commiſſion runs, 
Go and preach the Goſpel to every creature. If any man 
wreſt it, or any part of it to his. own deſtruction, he 
mult bear his own burthen. But ſtill, as he Lord 


liveth, <vhatſoever tre Lord faith unto us, I hat ave qvill 


8. At this time more eſpecially will we ſpeak, that 
By grace are ye ſaved thro” faiths Becauſe never was the 
maintaining this doctrine more feaſonable than it is at 


this day. Nothing but this can effectually prevent the 


increaſe of the Romiſh deluſion among us. Tis endleſs 
to attack one by one, all the erwrs of that apoſtate 
Church. But ſalvation by faith ſtrikes at the root, and 
It was this 
doctrine (which our church juſtly calls tbe ſtrong Rock 
and foundation of the Chriſiian Religion) that firſt drove 


Popery out of theſe kingdoms, and tis this alone can 


keep it out. Nothing but this can give a check to 
that immorality, which hath over/pread our land as a 

Hood. Can you empty the great deep, drop by drop? 
Then you may retorm us by diſſuaſives from particular 
vices. But let the rigbteonjue/3 avhich is of God by faitb 
be brought in, and ſo ſhall its proud waves be ſtayed. 
Nothing but this can ſtop the mouths of thoſe, who. 
glory in their ſhame, and openly deny the Lord that bought 
them. They can talk as ſublimely of the law, as he 
that hath it written by God in his heart. To hear 
them ſpeak on this head, might incline one to think, 
they were not 4.% from the kingdom of God, But 
take them out ofthe law into the goſpel ; begin with 
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che righteouſneſs of faith, avith Chriſt the end of the law 
to every one that believeth : And thoſe who but appeared 
almoſt, if not altogether Chriſtians, ſtand conteſt the 
ſons of perdition; as far from life and ſalvation, (God 
be mercitul unto them) as the depth of Hell from the 
height of Heaven, 

For this reaſon the adverſary ſo rages, whenever 
falvaijen by faith is declared to the world. For this rea- 
ſon did he flir up earth and hell, to deſtroy thoſe who 
firſt pred ed it. And for the fame reaſon, knowing 


that falt alone could overturn the foundations of his 


kingdom, 31d he call forth all his forces, and employ 
all his arts ef lyes and calumny, to affright that glorious 
champion of the Lord of Hoſts, MARTIN LUTHER, 
from reviving it. Nor can we wonder thereat; for as 
that man of God obſerves, *© How would. it enrage a 
6 proud ſtrong man arm'd, to be ſtopt and ſet at nought 


«by a little child coming againſt him with a reed in his 


„ hand?” Eſpecially when he knew that little child 
would furely overthrow him and tread him under foot. 
Ewen ſo, Lord Jefus d / Thus hath thy ſtrength been 

ever made per fect in aweatneſs Go forth then, thou 
little child, that believeth in him, and 47s right-hand 
ſhall ſhew thee terrible rings / 'Tho# thou art helpleſs and 
weak as an infant of days, the ſtrong man ſhall not be 
able to ſtand againſt thee, Thou ſhalt prevail over him, 
and ſubdue him, and overthro:,y him. and trample him 


under thy teet, Thou ſhalt march on under the great 


captain of thy ſalvation, conguering and to conguer, until 
all thine enemies are deferOYes; and death 5 ſuualloꝛued 


up in viclory. 


Now thanks be to > God which giveth us the victory 
thro' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be blefſing, and glory, and wiſ- 
dom, and thankſgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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